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ment. As the British, French and Italian officers had
charge of the control by turns, the political tendency of
the censorship and the special interests concerned
changed from day to day.
This extraordinary role, gradually assumed by the
Allied Powers on the press and certain other branches
of the public life, had a disintegrating effect on every-
thing Turkish. The country had been making prepara-
tions for peace. Political powers were given to those
who had taken a flattering attitude towards one or more
of the Allied Powers, which resulted in advantage being
taken of the situation to create an atmosphere of terror
to their enemies. In January, 1919, wholesale political
arrests were started, not with a reasonable plan to pay
for past wrongs and to punish the guilty, but merely to
satisfy political passions. At the beginning of March,
1919, this tendency was accentuated, when an extremist
party government came to power. The papers with
national aims were at once silenced, and two of the edi-
tors exiled. Party passions were so strong that there
was hardly any trace in the public life of any anxiety or
concern about the future of the country. All organiza-
tions interesting themselves in propaganda work rela-
tive to the further introduction of foreign languages
were suppressed. The head of the National Congress
was exiled to Kutaya. The responsible government of
Turkey was really leading the country to a natural
death, anticipating the deadly blow of the peace treaty.
"Without the occupation of Smyrna by Greeks, the Turk-
ish nation would have hardly found a possibility of sav-
ing itself from the increasing apathy and the loss of
national consciousness. The happenings in Smyrna
stirred up so much indignation that the interallied cen-
sorship judged it a better policy to allow the press free
expression. Violent public meetings took as their main
theme the Fourteen Points of President Wilson. All the

